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Calendar of Events 

Special Points of  

Interest 

PARTNERING WITH PARENTS TO DE-

VELOP A CHILD’S HEAD, HEART AND 

HANDS FOR JESUS CHRIST THROUGH 

GOD’S WORD AND ACADEMIC             

EXCELLENCE. 

The Principal’s Post  

Excellence for All, Part Two 

In the last issue of Inside RCS  I shared three educational “models” that operate in many 

schools today.  My firm belief is that RCS is radically different, in both our mission and 

practice, since excellence in education is valued for all students with the additional chal-

lenge to live lives of discipleship and engagement in God’s world. 

The core subjects of reading, ‘riting, and ’rithmetic are differentiated so that the diverse 

needs of students are addressed.  Nurturing the faith of these students is also intentionally 

integrated in every curricular area. 

Along with the traditional three Rs, successful students of the future will also need to be 

instructed in the other three Rs: reasoning, resilience, and responsibility.  How is the staff 

at RCS accomplishing this lofty goal? 

1.  Providing students with opportunities to develop both critical and creative thinking 

2.  Teaching students to apply their learning to practical, real-world problems 

3.  Promoting wise thinking to ensure that new ideas help build a common good 

4.  Developing a persistence in achieving personal goals despite the obstacles that are 

placed in one’s way 

5.  Modeling a belief in each student’s success; helping students to believe in themselves 

6.  Teaching students to take personal responsibility for mistakes and learn from them 

7. Teaching students to care about people other than themselves and to think about the 

effects of their actions on others 

8.  Emphasizing right from wrong – not only knowing the right thing to do, but doing it 

9.  Holding high standards that are characterized by respect for differences, honesty,  sin-

cerity, integrity, and compassion 

I believe that instruction in these three other Rs complement 

and enhance the first three.  It’s not either/or, but rather, both/

and.  This is consistent with our objective to develop the head, 

heart, and hands of our children.  This is in accordance with our 

purpose to honor God in all that we do.  Thank you for partner-

ing with us in this awesome endeavor! 

In the grace of our Lord Jesus, 

Deb Abbey 

                

Upcoming Dates 

 

March 27: Easter Reflections     

    8:45 am 

 

March 30-April 3:  No School 

    Spring Recess 

 

April 25:   Spring Fling 

 

April 27-28: Middle School 

      Track Meet 
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Successful RCS Boys Basketball Season 

First of all, I would like to give glory to God for the successful Boys Basketball season this year! The kids played well 

and I appreciate the support from the parents and Mr. O. It was such a blessing to see each player score this season, 

especially those who had never played on a basketball team before. Each player explored the sport in a way that 

brought new learning to their game. I'm impressed with the effort each player gave! Special thanks goes to Jake Torrell 

who prayed for the team at every practice. I am thankful for his example to the 

others. 

Our season record was a fantastic 9-2! Our only two losses were to exceptional 

teams in the league. Our kids used those two losses as stepping stones for the 

rest of our season. In both our wins and losses, it was nice to hear parents and 

coaches from opposing teams comment on our good sportsmanship. Other teams 

saw that we played hard and gave good effort. 

I wish Jake, Jaden, and Jace well, as they graduate this year and move on to high 

school. I am looking forward to another successful season next year, Lord will-

ing.                                                                                                                            

           — Coach Ralph Myrthil 

 

 

 

National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony 

Seven students from Rochester Christian School were inducted 

into membership of the National Junior Honor Society in an 

evening ceremony at the school on January 29, 2015. 

Members were selected by a faculty council for meeting high 

standards of scholarship, service, leadership, character, and  

citizenship. 

The Seventh Grade students inducted were:  Ivan Farmiga and 

Mikayla Cruttenden.  The Eighth Grade student that was newly 

inducted was Arwen Fluit.   

Carissa Gray, Madison Peters, Jonathan Runion and Trinity 

Schabel continue their membership in the National Junior 

Honor Society in good standing.  

The National Junior Honor Society ranks as one of the oldest 

and most prestigious national organizations for junior and senior 

high school students.  Chapters exist in three-fourths of the  

nation’s high schools and, since 1921, millions of students   

have been selected for membership.  Thousands of dollars in 

scholarships have been awarded to senior members since 1945 

by the sponsoring organization, the National Association of 

Secondary School Principals.                  —Mrs. Gail Barbour 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Round Up 

Gallop on over for our Kindergarten Round Up  

on Saturday, April 11th from 10:00-11:30. 

Please invite friends or families who have preschool children!  Meet in the      

kindergarten classroom to make trail mix and cowboy boots!  Sing songs 

with   our very own Mrs. Jamison around the campfire and go for a trail 

ride through  the school.  Please call Laura Passero for details   at 671-

4910. 
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Ugandan Water Project  

RCS students are at it again...demonstrating how wide and long and high and deep 

God's love it for people in Uganda.  We are working together to raise $3,600 for     

people in a village in Uganda to have clean water.  Children are collecting cans,      

donating Valentine money and participating in Stuck for a Buck.  "What is Stuck for   

a Buck," you ask?  Students brought in dollar bills and received a piece of duct 

tape.  They  used this sticky duct tape to stick Mr. Holdridge, our middle school math 

teacher to  the wall.  It was great fun and it raised 

$650.  Because so much money was raised,  Mr. 

Holdridge also got to choose 3 others to join 

him.  Please feel free to join in our project by writing a 

check to Rochester Christian School with UWP in the 

memo between now and the end of  April.                             

                —Mrs. Laura Passero 

Spring Fling Dinner Auction coming  

Saturday, April 25   

 

Please join us at Rochester Christian School as we invest 

in the minds, hearts and hands of the next generation!   

Stroll through the café; connect with friends, bid on auc-

tion items and taste delicious appetizers.  As the evening 

continues join us for a gourmet meal and an energetic live 

auction.   

Everyone is welcome! Feel free to bid whether you are 

with us or from afar or make a donation if you are unable 

to attend.   If you would like, sponsor a table, put an ad-

vertisement in our program or donate a fabulous prize(s) 

for our live and silent auction.  

Please contact Laura Passero at 315-8945 to join us or for 

any other questions! 

 

The Cost:  $50 per person/$85 per couple/$340 per table 

The time:  5:00 PM--Silent auction/appetizers 

                  6:30 PM--Dinner/live auction 

Menu: 

Chef carved Rosemary Pork Tenderloin 

Chicken Rosina Pasta 

Mashed Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Green Salad 

Rolls and Butter 

Appetizers and Desserts 

PLEASE like us and share us on Facebook so that others can be a 

part of the amazing things happening here!  Once you are in    

Facebook, just search for Rochester Christian School, like us and 

then share a post that you want others to see.  Thank you! 
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Geography Bee 

 

The 2015 Rochester Christian School Geography Bee was a great success.  Friday, January 23 in the afternoon the 11 

students who scored the highest in the preliminary round of the bee competed in the gym to become the RCS cham-

pion.  The students answered several practice questions first to quiet their nerves and to feel more relaxed talking into a 

microphone.  Once the competition began each student had to answer a variety of questions, ranging from world geog-

raphy to U.S. history.  

 

After many tough questions, the top 11 were whittled down to a final 3. These three (2 eighth graders and a fifth 

grader) went back and forth until we finally had a winner!  Congratulations to all the top contestants; they finished in 

this order:  Honorable Mention – Faith Wong (Gr. 6), Mikayla Cruttenden (7), Ivan Farmiga(7), Sam Oliveria (4), Jon 

Taylor (7), & Andrew Passero (7).  Fifth place: Sam Coniglio (6), Fourth place: Joe Saber (8), Third place: Larissa  

Van Heyningen (8), Second place: Jonathan Runion (8), and the RCS champion, Jacob Postema (5)! 

 

Jacob became the first fifth grader to ever win at RCS!  Jacob took a written test in 

January and scored high enough so that he has been invited to go to  

Albany with his parents. There he will represent RCS and compete at the state level 

against hundreds of other winners from different schools and school districts all 

over the state of New York.  We wish Jacob well and we hope he continues to 

honor God with his knowledge of geography.                          —Mr. Ken Offringa 

 

 

 

 

. 

The VIP Box: 

Families, teachers, and other members of the community gathered at RCS on February 

7th for the annual Pancake Breakfast.  It was cold and snowy outside, but we had a won-

derful time inside the school eating breakfast together in the brightly decorated 

cafe.  There was additional fun in the gym: parents supervised basketball and a bounce 

house, and the 8th graders set up a table for face painting.   

In addition to being an opportunity for the members of our community to gather and en-

joy each others' company, the Pancake Breakfast is one of the major fundraisers we hold during the year.  This year, 

families were exceptionally generous in donating food items for the breakfast, which means that a significant portion of 

the profit from the event will be used toward the school!  Thank you to all those who donated! 

In addition to food donations, many parent volunteers came together to make this event a success.  We greatly  

appreciate the time they spent preparing, 

cooking and cleaning.  Thank you for 

joining us for this event! 

               —Mrs. Jessica Kimmell 

 



 5 

 

Artist of the Month 

The students at RCS are very talented and work very hard in art class. We want to showcase their talents through our 

Artist of the Month program!  Everyone’s art work will always be put up in the hallways for all to enjoy, however, two 

special artists (one artist in K-3rd grade and one 4th-middle school) will be chosen each month as Artist of the Month. 

Their artwork will be framed and hung in the café.  Please stop in and check 

out everyone’s artwork throughout the halls of RCS and don’t forget to stop by 

the café to see our Artist of the Month’s art 

work!  

 —Mrs. Dianka Sobiach 

 

 

 

 

 

         (This includes both Feb. & March) 

Torrell's Tiny Tots Tales! 

Mrs. Torrell and Mrs. Peterham's 3-year-old class has been having a lot of 

fun in school! The children enjoyed a Mickey Mouse Pancake breakfast for 

letter "M" week and a festive Valentine's party with their parents! We cur-

rently have openings for next year. Please let your friends know we have a 

3-year-old preschool program at R.C.S. Thank you!     — Mrs. Lisa Torrell                                                                                                 
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RCS FIRST GRADE Count Your Blessings Wheelchair Project 

The first graders have been counting their blessings and are  

blessing others in the process! 

One of the definitions of the word “blessing” is something that 

brings joy or well-being.  The Scriptures tell us that “every good 

thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 

from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 

shifting shadow. “ (James 1:17)   We have been the recipients of 

so many “good things and perfect gifts”!  Counting our blessings 

is one way to grow in gratitude and an awareness of the many 

good things God gives to us on a daily basis. 

Throughout this school year, the first graders have been sharing, drawing, and writing about their blessings and the 

many things they are thankful for.  Over the past month and a half, we have continued to count our blessings, while 

simultaneously seeking to raise money for the Samaritan’s Purse Wheelchair Fund.  Here is a description of this     

project from the Samaritan’s Purse website:   

In developing nations, a wheelchair is a treasure that few can afford.  For as little as $75 we can provide a wheel-

chair for a crippled child or a man or woman who is struggling to accomplish even simple tasks around the home.  

A man in Macedonia named Vasil was overjoyed when he was fitted with a chair that met his special needs. “For 

me, having a wheelchair is like having legs,” he said.  Help Samaritan’s Purse offer hope and mobility to people in 

need in the name of Jesus Christ. 

We are counting our blessings by writing them down and posting them on our class Blessings Board.  We asked 

friends and family to consider making a financial pledge per blessing collected (or pledge a set amount regardless of 

the number collected) and /or share current blessings that we can post on our board and add to the count!  So far, we 

have collected 300 blessings, and have raised $710 which is enough for 9 wheelchairs!   

The first graders have greatly enjoyed reading the blessings that have come in and have been excited to watch our 

count grow!  Here are some  that have been posted on our board:  a warm home, my stuffed animal, family and friends 

who love me, a hot beverage on a cold day, God’s gift of Jesus for my salvation, a vase of yellow roses on my mantel, 

a good night’s sleep, my friend who prays for me, a new job, sunshine.   

We will continue to collect blessings through the end of April.  Our goal is to reach 500—and then beyond! If you’d 

like to add a blessing (or more) to our Blessings Board, you can send it in an email to the first grade at                     

lcoutant@rochesterchristianschool.org.                                                                                          —Mrs. Leesa Coutant                                                                                            

   

Pre-4  

Pre-4 spent the month of February learning about the community helpers.  We went 

to visit our school nurse to see how she takes care of the children at school.   

                                                                                                                                                                               

 

  A dental hygienist came to our classroom and taught us how to take good care of our         

teeth.   

     (We got to practice on giraffes and cows)!! 

 

We also went to the Penfield Fire Station and saw a magic show that taught us about fire 

safety.                                                                                                 —Mrs. Lorraine Emmans 

mailto:lcoutant@rochesterchristianschool.org
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Our First Arts Gala 

The Arts Gala was held at RCS on Thursday, March 12. What a fantastic night of entertainment 

from students in our Arts Department! Musicians and artists graced our stage with song, written 

word and artwork that glorified the Lord and led us all to marvel in the beauty of the world He 

has created for us. 

Select students from K-8 worked very hard to present musical solos for us. Congratulations to 

Kyra Nourse, Katie Passero, Catharine Runion, Katie Selvaggio and Trinity Schabel, Arwen 

Fluit, Carissa Gray, Daniel Grissom, Jonathan Runion and Joseph Saber for their successful solo 

performances. The orchestra and band also roused the crowd in beautiful song. A highlight of the 

evening was the inaugural Bucket Band performance from fourth and fifth graders. Who knew 

you could make such fun rhythms and great sounding music with a bucket!? 

The evening concluded with an Art Reception in the café, where we enjoyed desserts and coffee, 

and had a chance to appreciate art work from all students at our school.  

Thank you VERY much to all our hard working volunteers who made the evening a success. We appreciate all who 

lifted and moved heavy risers, donated desserts, set up or pulled down sets, cleaned after the event, and so much more. 

We could NOT have done it without you! Dianka Sobiech, Janette LaBarre and I also thank you for supporting the 

Music and Art departments at our school and for encouraging your children to praise God with their unique and      

special talents!                                                               —Jane Hamway                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

New Gym Mats 

Thank you to the R.C.S Sports Booster Club, private donors, and parents who 

helped raise money for the beautiful new wall mats in the gym!  If you haven't 

seen them yet, stop in to take a look!  We are still working towards raising   

enough money to furnish the opposite wall with mats as well.   

A special thank you to Mark and Nate Abbey who did a professional job installing 

them for the school! This is an important safety improvement for the school!  
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Please like us on Facebook and follow us on       
Twitter!  Don't forget to encourage your friends and 

family to call for a visit ANYTIME!  

260 Embury Road 

Rochester, New York  14625 

Phone 585-671-4910 

Fax 585-671-3676 

E-mail 

office@rochesterchristianschool.org 

Web Site: 

www.rochesterchristianschool.org 

 

Offering preschool-3 year 

olds through 8th Grade 


