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Christian Schools International Accreditation 

Rochester Christian School is the only school in our area that is accredited by 

Christian Schools International (CSI) and Middle States Commissions on Ele-

mentary and Secondary Schools. Why is that important? Because our accredita-

tion lets you know that we meet standards of excellence set by outside institu-

tions.  

 

On October 16-18, CSI sent a site team to report on the inner workings of our 

school. Members of the team met with me, School Board representatives, par-

ent focus groups, student focus groups, our Business Manager, and our Enroll-

ment Director. They also visited classrooms and went through our policies and 

School Improvement Plan with a fine-toothed comb. This was a GRUELING, 

but incredibly insightful and productive few days. The end result - RCS was re-

accredited for another five years!  Although no institution is perfect, and RCS 

operates under the assumption that we should continually be seeking to im-

prove, we were encouraged by the major commendations we received from the 

visiting team.  Among those commendations were the following:   

 

 “The intentional integration of faith and learning is a pillar of Roch-

ester Christian School” 

 “RCS has an exceptionally dedicated staff, including school leaders, 

who relate well with each other in a purposeful, highly relational 

environment” 

 “Parents and students believe RCS is a very safe environment for 

students to learn” 

 “The facilities are well-kept and clean. The environment is bright 

and cheerful with recent upgrades” 

 “'Community' and 'family' are common descriptors the visiting team 

heard from students, staff, and parents” 

 “RCS is known by students and parents for its academic excellence. 

It was reported to the visiting team that students are well-prepared 

academically as they go into high school” 

 

I would like to thank our School Improvement Team, Malinda Byrne (Parent Rep.), Alicia Fonseca (Teacher Rep.), 

Gay Greene (Alumni Rep.), and Kurt Schumacher (Board Rep.) for their many hours of work leading up to this site 

visit. I would also like to thank the visiting team, Christine Gallo (Beaver County Christian School, Beaver Falls, PA), 

Linda Larocque (Champlain Valley Christian School, Vergennes, VT), Penny Kunkel (The Charles Finney School, 

Rochester, NY), Betsy Haigh (Midland Christian School, Midland, MI), and Bob VanWieren (Regional Coordinator, 

Christian Schools International, Grand Rapids, MI). Once more, a third huge thanks goes out to our VIPs who pro-

vided so much food that the visiting team thought they might get sick if they ate any more!  Although I'm VERY glad 

that this part of the process is over, I am so grateful for the ways in which I saw our community pull together to make 

all this happen.  I continue to be blessed beyond measure to be a part of the mission of this place. 

Thank you for partnering with us!  Soli Deo Gloria. 

Upcoming Events 

Nov 9: Veterans Day Reflec-

tions at 8:45 AM.  Please join 

us. 

Nov 10: No School 

Nov 21: Thanksgiving Reflec-

tions at 8:45 AM.  Please join 

us. 

Nov 22-24: Thanksgiving Break 

Dec 8: Jingle & Mingle Event.  

Please join us. 

Dec 19: NOTE THE DATE-

CHANGE Christmas Concert at 

7 PM at Browncroft Community 

Church.  Please join us. 

Dec 21: Christmas Reflections 

at 8:45 AM. Please join us.  

Dec 22-Jan 2: Christmas Break 

Jan 25: Honors Induction 

By Michelle Selvaggio (RCS Parent & Principal) 
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Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers  who 

serve our school!  We couldn’t do it without you! 

Thank you RCS Friends and Families! 

You are the BEST!! 

New and returning families came together this summer for 

 Popsicles and Playground fun  

 School clean up and a hot dog roast 

 Meet and Treat - kids dropped off school supplies, 

met the teachers, and had an ice cream treat 

 

In all of these events we were connecting children, parents and staff with one another.  

They were also a lot of fun! 
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The first day of school was fun with our “Boo-Hoo or Yahoo!” event.  Families took picures, kids had a 

donut and parents joined us for coffee and a first day Reflections.  

Did you yahoo or boo-hoo the first day of school? 

Just a few of our wonderful RCS families on the first day! 
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At the end of September, RCS launched After School Clubs for the year: 

Chess Club—We offer Chess Club through the Rochester Chess Club.  This Club runs for 8 week sessions and is 

offered throughout the school year. 

Game Club—Mrs. Taylor leads our super fun game club where students learn new games and strategies 

Drama Club—Drama Club is a 12 week session offered through Drama Kids of Rochester.  The students will put 

on a performance at the end of the club in December.  A second session of Drama Club will be held in the Spring.   

Undefeated Champions for 2017 
RCS has a long soccer history and has played in 

various leagues over the years.  In the 90s, both the 

girls and boys teams won Championship games for 

several years running.  The teams also won Cham-

pionship games in 2005, 2006, and 2014.  This sea-

son our school went undefeated and won all 10 

games!  The championship game was tough, but 

well played by our team.  Mr. DeJong and the team 

displayed great teamwork and good sportsmanship.  

God blessed this team with talent and desire.  God 

was glorified by our athletes and their winning sea-

son!  By Ken Offringa 

(RCS Teacher & Athletic Director) 
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Music is off to a great start at RCS. Our Kindergarten-5th graders have been 

exploring the music of North America. One of our favorite genres has been 

Jazz. We have learned about jazz instruments, composers, scat, improv, and the 

blues. Meanwhile our 7th graders have been writing their very own Bible story 

musicals and the 8th graders have been learning about  chord harmonization 

and how to play the ukulele. Our performing ensembles this year include, band, 

orchestra, a combined instrumental ensemble, and worship team. These groups 

are working hard at preparing for their upcoming performances at the Veterans 

Day Reflections and the Christmas concert.   

By Ashley Andrews (RCS Teacher) 

By Carla Murphy (RCS Parent) 

On October 5th, we had the privilege of honoring our local pastors here at RCS.  They were delighted by the 

RCS worship team, who sang Ephesians 1:3, our 2017 school verse, among other beautiful songs.  They enjoyed 

a tasty breakfast thanks to the many parent volunteers, and they were able to fellowship with each other.  The 

highlight of this breakfast each year is when the pastors visit their children in their classrooms.  The students 

made special cards or gifts for their pastors and some classes did musical or other presentations.  Every church 

that has been listed as an RCS family’s home church is sent an invitation each year.  If your pastor, youth pastor 

or children’s pastor missed the event this year, be sure to remind them next year.  It was a blessed morning! 
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In our first Reflections of the year we gathered together and worshipped as a school. Our verse for this year is 

Ephesians 1 and we will be looking at it together throughout the year.  Michelle Selvaggio shared in our first Re-

flections about the many spiritual gifts God provides us. Through Christ we are forgiven, adopted, chosen, holy, 

blessed, secure, free, united, loved, redeemed, spoiled, worthy, and complete children of God.    

We began in our Reflection Pods (multi-age small groups), getting to know one another and learning about the 

unity that God intends us to have.  We built cup towers as each child shared something about themselves and 

added a cup to the pyramid.  It is a joy to see the older students helping the younger ones as well as the little ones 

looking up to the big kids.    

By Laura Passero (RCS Enrollment Director and Parent) 

The art room with Mrs. Collins is always a busy place. Here are 

just a few pictures from one of their creative Wednesday mornings: 

       K- Students working on circle paintings inspired by the 

 artist Wassily Kandinsky.   

8th- Students are designing their own t-shirts!  

6th-Combining art and writing in a cool collage project.  
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We had a beautiful time of worship and prayer around our flagpole on September 27th 

What a wonderful time of family fun and connecting with new and familiar faces on Friday Oct 13th at our 

RCS Harvest Festival!  God blessed us with beautiful weather for the evening making the event that much 

more enjoyable!  The Candy-in-the-Straw game and the tractor hayride continue to be favorites, and of course 

the yummy Schutt’s donuts and cider!  The “Thankful” photo op was created by Beth Collins, and we know 

many took the chance to snap a photo with their munchkins!  We couldn’t have done it without the help of our 

volunteers, who include:  Craig Peterson(our tractor driver extraordinaire), Bill & Crystal Hutchings, Bruce & 

Lynn Block, Andy Nourse, Beth Collins, Casie DeJong, Marie Little, Sharon Babbitt, Lisa Brown, Stacy Hur-

ley, Shay Ferris, Allyson Blume, Danae Passero,  Caleb Nourse, Abigail Zinnecker, Kyra Nourse, Zach Pelite-

ria, Michelle and Katie Selvaggio, and last but not least our 8th Grade Helpers: Ruth Amsler, Andriy Farmiga, 

Chandler Hutchings, Kevin Little, Ezra Nourse, Mikayla Pizzo, Jacob Postema, and Trevor Smith! 

By Kerstin Nourse (RCS Parent & Alum) & Laura Passero (RCS Parent & Enrollment Director) 
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October 31, 2017 marked the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther nailing his 95 Theses to the 

Wittenberg castle church door.  Luther rediscovered the joy of knowing that God's grace is a free 

gift. What a fantastic opportunity for celebrating the fact that we are saved through faith alone in 

Christ alone!  

The 6th Graders helped transform our gym into Germany for the afternoon.  We played pin the 95 

Theses on the church door and "burn" the indulgences.  We visited the "translation station" where 

we used pen and paper to complete Luther and the Reformation activities, and we received a free 

gift at "Worms."  The 5th through 8th graders also had a special visit from Luther's wife, Katrina 

von Bora, who told them all about her husband's contributions to a better understanding of God's 

Word. 

I hope everyone enjoyed celebrating as much as I did!   

By Michelle Selvaggio (RCS Parent & Principal) 

When  Hurricane Maria hit Puerto 

Rico, the country was devastated.  

Two families evacuated to Roch-

ester and their children came to 

join us at RCS.  RCS students and 

staff joined together to help raise 

money to send back to help recov-

ery efforts.  Students did chores, 

recycled, held bake sales, and 

thought of many other creative 

ways to help those without basic 

needs in Puerto Rico.  In the end 

over $3,000 was raised for recov-

ery efforts and many new friend-

ships were made. 

By Wendy Zinnecker (RCS Parent 

& Administrative Assistant) 
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Mrs. Van-

Harken 

Miss Stoessell 

First Grade 

Mrs. Hartman Third Grade 

Mrs. Williams  Teachers’ Aide 

Mrs. Ames 

Lunch Server 

Mrs. DelHagen 

Aftercare Director 
Mrs. Brown 

Teacher’s Aide 

RCS has been greatly blessed by many 

gifted, talented, and highly qualified new 

faculty and support staff this year.  It’s a 

blessing that God knows just what (and who) we 

need and provides abundantly! 

For more information check out our website! 

 

Enrollment Update:  God has blessed RCS this year with 175 students in preschool through 8th 

grade!  We are thankful to the many who are investing in Christian education at Rochester Chris-

tian School.  Please share with your friends and encourage them to come for a visit!  
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Rochester Christian School holds two fundraisers each year to support our budget.  The RCS 

FUNd Run, our fall fundraiser, is scheduled for Friday, November 17th. We realize tuition 

requires a significant financial investment for families.  Something you may not know is that the 

actual cost of educating a student at RCS is more than $1,000 above the listed tuition!  Our fund-

raisers are a great way to fill in the gap.   

The goal for the FUNd Run is $18,000 which is roughly $100 per child.  

You can be a part of making it a success!!  Sponsor a student or students to run as many laps as 

they can or simply make a donation by going to www.rochesterchristianschool.org and clicking on 

the FUNd Run button.  If you prefer to mail a donation, please note the name of the child you are 

sponsoring (or write “general donation”) and mail your check to:  

Rochester Christian School 

260 Embury Rd. 

Rochester, NY 14625 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

By Laura Passero 

(Enrollment Director & RCS Parent) 
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It’s been an exciting season in Science for 7th & 8th grade classes.  The 7th 

grade built and launched rockets (check out our launch videos on Face-

book)!  The 8th grade dissected chicken wings and analyzed the raisin 

count from various boxes of cereal.   
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Fourth grade experiments in motion and reading buddies! 

Computers, studying, dioramas, working hard, 

library time, and a PJ party have all been part of 

a great start to a new school year in 3rd grade!! 
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Second Grade enjoying a karate demonstration... 

 

First Grade making cards for a new student, learning and having fun... 
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Mrs. Jamison’s class made a delicious 

apple pie from scratch! 

Mrs. Messmer’s class celebrated God’s 

Promises with a Noah’s Ark Party & had a 

PJ Day! 

A Trip to the Apple Farm!! 
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The three-year-old preschoolers really enjoyed a special 

evening with their Dads on Tuesday, October 17th.  This 

has become an annual tradition in Mrs. Torrell’s class.  

The children put on a singing show for their fathers, and 

they spent time painting wood letter “D”s for Daddy!  The 

Dads get a little fellowship time together as well, enjoying 

coffee and donuts.  At the end of the evening, the children 

present gifts they have made to their Dads.  It’s always a 

fun time for fathers and their children. 

 By Lisa Torrell (RCS Parent & Preschool Teacher) 

Pictures from both our  

3 year old and 4 year old  program (above) 
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NEWS FROM 
Rochester Christian School 
Foundation 

What Can the RCS Community Web Site Do For Me?  

If you haven’t already joined the RCS Community web site, you may 

be wondering, what is it and why should I join? How is it different than 

other sites such as Facebook or LinkedIn? 

The key difference is that our community web site is specifically 

designed for those of us that have a connection to RCS. When you join 

the site and start networking with other members, you know they have 

RCS in common with you. Whether they are students, alumni, parents, 

grandparents, teachers or other staff, everyone using the site has a 

relationship with RCS and our community.  

The site offers many useful features that become even more 

meaningful when you know you are communicating with the RCS 

Community. In addition to sharing news, events and other items, be 

sure to check out the following: 

Groups 
Anyone can start a group and invite others to join their group so they can share information, documents and photos 

with each other A great example is a parent forming a group that includes all parents from their child’s classroom. 

They can post photos from field trips and class events and only the members of the classroom group can see them. 

No more worrying about privacy on sites like Facebook! 

There is no limit - you can create groups for easy communication and sharing for all kinds of things such as clubs, 

sports, graduating classes, alumni classes, etc.  

Job and Volunteer Opportunities 
Our RCS Community Web Site allows any member to post and view job and volunteer opportunities. Perhaps you 

have job openings at your company. Who better to recruit than someone who is part of our RCS Community? In 

addition to helping others, you would be recruiting from a job pool of people who share your Christian values.  

More and more young adults, especially college students, are looking for ways to gain some job experience so they 

can find employment when it’s time to permanently join the workforce. Sharing co-op and internship opportunities 

with our RCS alumni is a blessing that will benefit our young Christian community as they start their careers.  

Maybe you need a babysitter or someone to help with some yard work. You could post these job on the community 

web site and find an RCS student to hire. 

If you are looking for a job, the community web site provides a terrific resource for networking with others within our 

RCS Community. 

In addition to networking for jobs, the community web site is also ideal for recruiting volunteers and finding volunteer 

opportunities. You might be involved with an organization that needs volunteers, or perhaps you are involved in 

Scouting and you are recruiting volunteers to work on a project with you. Maybe you just want to volunteer and 

don’t know where to start. Connecting about volunteering with people who share your Christian values is the ideal 

place to start! 

Join Our RCS Community Web Site and Start Connecting with Us Today! 

Visit RCSF.360alumni.com 

Rochester Christian School 
Foundation 

The RCS Community Web Site is Brought to You by 
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260 Embury Rd. 

Rochester, NY 14625 

585-671-4910 

office@rochesterchristianschool.org 

 

Get in the holiday spirit when you join 

Rochester Christian School for a 

Jingle & Mingle Evening 

Friday, December 8th starting at 6:30 PM 

 

Students, parents, family & friends are welcome to enjoy an 

after-dinner, kid-friendly Holiday Movie and Bake Sale 

More details to come soon! Hope you can make it!  


