
  

An After Advent Reflection 

A long standing tradition at the RCS Christmas concert has been the 

First Grade rendition of our Savior’s birth as recorded in Luke 2: 6-16.  

For many years, it has been a privilege and a blessing for me to assist 

our children in committing these precious verses to their minds and 

hearts.  Learning, however, never ends, and as our knowledge in-

creases, God’s truth and grace abound.  Allow me to cite one example. 

Biblical scholars have determined that a more accurate description for 

the “inn” which is mentioned in verse 7 is “guest house”.  Bethlehem 

was too small for a motel; visiting relatives would not only be wel-

comed, but expected to stay within your home environs.  Culture dic-

tated this occurrence, yet due to the conceivable crowding from the 

census, the lodging needed by Mary and Joseph was not available.  To 

send this desperate couple away would have been unthinkable, so a 

nearby cave that probably housed the family’s small flock would have 

to suffice.  It would have been small, and smelly, but warm. This is not 

the lovely and serene scene we have come to expect on Christmas 

cards, yet from the stench and dinginess of this cave, the most beauti-

ful story emerges.  God intentionally sent His Son into this filth.  I am 

amazed by its simplicity and power. 

The setting of this cave is a metaphor for the condition of the world 

into which Jesus was born. Like the cave, sin stinks.  It is dirty.  He 

came, so that we might be made clean.  This was accomplished at Cal-

vary, and by His Spirit, we can help restore relationships and heal bro-

kenness.  I am amazed that you and I can participate in this mission of 

hope and life. 

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift, 

Deb Abbey 

Upcoming Events 

Jan 26: Honors Induction 

Jan 27: Rockin’ Roller Skating 

Party & School Open House (a 

Fourth Friday Event) 

Feb 1: Evening Conferences 

Feb 2: All Day conferernces 

(NO SCHOOL)  

Feb 3: Middle School Ski Trip 

at Bristol Mountain - open to all 

RCS Families (NO SCHOOL) 

Feb 11: Kindergarten Round 

Up! 10-11:30 AM.   

Mar 16:  Arts Gala & Open 

House  

Mar 24: Staff Development 

(NO SCHOOL) 

Mar 24: Potluck Soup Supper (a 

Fourth Friday Event) 

Mar 27-Apr 5: ELA NYS Test-

ing (grade 8) 

Apr 13: Easter Reflections 8:45 

AM 

Apr 14 - 21: Easter Break  

Apr 29: Spring Fling 

June 16: RCSF Golf Tourna-

ment and Eighth Grade Gradua-

tion 
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New Clubs starting in February...                                       Chess Club 

Game Club 

 

 

RCS Basketball is underway with a boys and girls 5-8th 

grade team!  Two double header games are scheduled: 

HOME GAME JANUARY 31 

GIRLS 4 PM 

BOYS 5:15 PM 

 

AWAY GAME AT ST PAUL’S FEBRUARY 7 

GIRLS 4 PM 

BOYS 5:15 PM 

Vacation week – no school, no club 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

    February 1 

Drama Club 

2 

NO SCHOOL 
6 

  

7 

Lego Club 

8 

Drama Club 

9 

Baking Club 
13 

  

14 

Lego Club 

15 

Drama Club 

16 

Baking Club 
20 

  

21 22 

  

23 

27 

  

28 

Lego Club 

March 1 

Drama Club 

2 

Baking Club 

6 

  

7 

Lego Club 

8 

Drama Club 

9 

Baking Club 

13 

  

14 

Lego Club 

15 

Drama Club 

16 

Baking Club 
Chess Club 

20 

  

21 

Lego Club 

22 

Drama Club 

23 

Baking Club 

27 

  

28 

Lego Club 

Last Week 

29 

Drama Club 

Continues 

30 

Baking Club 

Chess Club 

Last Week 
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On December 23rd, students and their families gathered in the gym for Christmas 

Reflections.  During this beautiful program, participants formed a circle to worship 

together and sing about Jesus' birth by candlelight.  Rob Kellogg, pastor and RCS 

parent, shared about Psalm 100 and God's faithfulness in sending His Son, which 

was followed by a duet sung by Rob and his wife Kathy.  Students also played a part 

in the program: Noah Krog and Catharine Runion shared Christmas poems they had 

written.  Following Reflections, our guests gathered in the cafe to enjoy coffee, 

baked goods and fellowship.    

By Jessica Kimmell (RCS Parent) 

The RCS Office Staff is excited to begin training this month to implement a new data management system  

called RenWeb.  RenWeb is used by schools all across the country to manage school data, enrollment forms and 

so much more.  Parents will get their first exposure to RenWeb this March when we launch an online re-

enrollment process through the system.  RenWeb ties seamlessly into our FACTS system and offers a number of 

ways for teachers and the school to better communicate with parents, including a parent portal, teacher web 

pages, online grades, assignments and report cards, enhanced email ability and an online (encrypted) directory.  

We look forward to full implementation for the beginning of the 2017-18 school year. 

By Wendy Zinnecker  (RCS Office Staff & Parent) 
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The annual Christmas concert was held on Tuesday, December 13th, at Browncroft Community Church. 

What a wonderful night of music and celebration to honor our newborn King! 

 

The evening opened with our preschoolers, who always steal the show from the very beginning. The Kinder-

garten Bell Choir has now become an annual tradition, followed, of course, by the First Grade recitation of 

Luke 2 - a favorite for young and old! Performances from the second through fifth grade choruses, middle 

school chorus, band, and orchestra rounded out the evening. 

 

Congratulations to our fourth and fifth graders who performed with the band or orchestra for the very first 

time. Both ensembles worked hard to prepare some favorite Christmas standards for our audience. We 

also appreciate the grace, musical gifts, and maturity of our eighth graders in leading these ensembles. 

 

The evening concluded with Combined K-5 Chorus performing 'Sandy Land' - a reminder to build our faith, 

lives and hope on the solid rock of Jesus Christ. This rousing performance was a wonderful way to conclude 

the evening. 

 

Thank you to all who helped take down risers and transport percussion instruments, especially Mike Torrell, 

Chris Passero, and Katie and Michelle Selvaggio. We appreciate the help of all the parents who transported 

students to the church for our dress rehearsal that morning. Thank you also to our accompanist, Andy Lacey, 

for sharing his gifts and talents with us. And finally, congratulations to Ashley Andrews on leading her first 

concert as a music teacher here at RCS - we are blessed to have you with us! 

 

Please save the date, Thursday March 16th, for our Annual Arts Gala concert - a collaborative effort of the 

music and art faculties; a fun evening that always includes a few surprises! 

By Jane Hamway (RCS Teacher & Parent) 



5 

By Ken Offringa (RCS Teacher) 

2017 National Geographic Bee 

 

Over the past twenty years Rochester Christian School has participated in the annual National Geographic Bee 

that tests students’ knowledge of Social Studies.  While most questions focus on geography, students are also 

tested on their knowledge of history, economics, and culture.  Most of the students enjoy the challenge -- even 

if a few worry when they can’t answer ALL the hard questions!  In December we held the preliminary round, 

where one student was chosen to represent each class from grades 4 to 8.  Along with these 5 students, the next 

top 5 students also move on the school championship round, which was held on January 12. [Note: due to a tie, 

we had 11 students in the championship round.]  The 11 students were: Faith Wong, Katie Selvaggio, Danae 

Passero, and Savannah Domenech from grade 8, Jacob Postema & Catharine Runion from grade 7, AJ Trues-

dell & Zach Pelitera from grade 6, Levi Bryd & Lizzie Runion from grade 5, and Kayli Norman from grade 4. 

 

The competition in the gym was very good and the top eleven were slowly whittled down. A few more years 

of school and education gave older children an advantage, as the top five were all from 7th & 8th grade. Danae 

took fifth place, Catharine took fourth place, and Savannah finished third.  Faith and Jacob squared off in the 

final round, where Jacob got 2 out 3 correct to become the RCS 2017 Geography Bee School Champion! 

 

This is Jacob’s second win (he won as a 5th grader) and he now will take an online test of 45-50 questions. If 

he does well enough on this test, he will be invited to go to Albany, NY (again) sometime this Spring.  There 

he will compete to be our NY State Champion and represent our state during the National Contest held later 

this year.  Congratulations to all the contestants and our hope that Jacob will do well and be able to represent 

Rochester Christian School in Albany. 
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Rochester Christian School’s Mission states: Partnering with parents to develop a child’s head, heart, and hands 

for Jesus Christ through God’s word and academic excellence. In accordance with that mission, RCS seeks to 

honor those students who have shown and continue to show a true desire to honor God through Scholar-

ship (head), Character (heart), and Service (hands). Those students are our Students of Distinction. 

Full-time Rochester Christian School students in Grades 7 and 8 were considered for membership. Thursday eve-

ning, January 26th, nine students were inducted into our Students of Distinction program.  

By Michelle Selvaggio (RCS Teacher and Parent 

By Alisha Freeman (RCS Teacher & Parent) 

 

Third grade studied Japan and learned about its culture, government, 

unique characteristics,and cuisine. After learning about customs such as 

harmony, festivals like Hinamatsuri, and the Restoration Period led by 

Emporer Meiji (who became emporer at age 15!) which allowed Chris-

tians re-entry to Japan, we went on a field trip to Sakura Home. At the 

restaurant, students enjoyed a hibachi-style lunch and discussion of 

Japanese culture, their name written in Japanese and a visit to the ta-

tami room.   
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On November 17, the 8th Grade Class took a trip to 

Nazareth College's Arts Center to see a performance 

of Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. The 

class spent a few weeks learning about Shakespeare 

and his influence on our language (he invented over 

1,700 of our common English words!), as well as 

learning about and reading through the play. So, 

watching the play performed live was an entertaining 

and enlightening culminating experience. Our favor-

ite scenes included the treatment of Helena by Lysan-

der and Demetrius who are under the influence of the 

magic love potion, and, of course, the hysterical an-

tics of the rude mechanicals.  They certainly personi-

fied the famous line, "[W]hat fools these mortals be!"  

Harvest Party October 28 Alumni Open House Gathering Nov 25 Jingle & Mingle Bake Sale Dec 23 

 

 

Upcoming Fourth Friday Events:  

Rockin’ Roller Skating Party Jan 27 

Family Film Fun Night February 24 

Alumni Open House Gathering April 28 

Grandbuddy Day & Middle School Play May 26 

Picnic on the Playground June 23 

By Michelle Selvaggio (RCS Teacher & Parent) 
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In December, the second graders brought in hygiene items that their families had purchased. They wanted to 

donate the items to a Salvation Army home, where women who are recovering from addictions reside.  Even 

though there are only 18 second graders, the families generously contributed over  140 items.   The second 

graders also decorated Christmas cookies to give to the 15 ladies that reside in the home.   

By Debbie Taylor (RCS Teacher) 
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Middle School students delivered over 800 food items to the Open Door Mission in 

Rochester.  In honor of our 100th year, we challenged each class to bring in 100 items.     
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We are thankful for Pastor Louis Colon who shared a 

wonderful message about God’s goodness.  The wor-

ship team led us in song.  Students gave thanks on 

feathers to create a giant turkey.  Middle school teach-

ers donned turkey hats for the day.  
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From Nursing home visits, to history lessons, to Thanksgiving Feasts to the Operation Turkey Food 

drive, the whole school found ways to celebrate, share knowledge and give back to our community. 

Kindergarten 

classes  share 

songs and a craft 

at Sisters of Mercy 

First Graders present Native 

American Projects 
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Third Grade International Feast 

Second Grade 

Kindergarten Alphabet 

Feast 
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With respect, honor, and gratitude, we thank you. 

November 11, 2016 
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